to the individual. @rowth and preogress are detcramirned bty whet
the rest of the cless has dene. This is being practizad var..
tially now, 1though a8 long as there is 2 set of st-nisr.n
'that nceds 1o be met by the clmses ns = whole and =s loug ts
there is st°ndﬂrdlz~ticn in grading there will be 2 cortain o
- nount of co¢n°r°t1ve work donec. The re~l folleey of this 1lics
“. in the fact thnt Dusie is graded by what Susie does in compari-
.~ gon with Whrt Johmny does ond not by whrt Susls has done before
Fao Personcl growth mist be ~crsursd zndlvlduﬁlly, ond I feel cer-
; tﬂin that this is the trend of tomorrow. '

This brings cbout then a sllght discusatfen - bﬂu%~%hc~”then
end now" te"ch1ng actheds. The "now nethods h°v1nv just been
nentioned in the 1lnst pnrnernph are referred to cs procresszve
nethods. éhe "conventional"methods of yesterycnr are being
gredually outmoded becruse they fail to meet the nceds of child-
ren in the changing WOrLd, A greater variety of things ~re
needed in-the school progr-i1 to a2ssist 2~ child in adjusting to
the chonging scene. Bone drastic ch-nges were insvitsble be-
cause certain fund=nesntrls have to be tought but in less time
then wns previously used. Much time in the previous methods
was spent in irksoae drill, time-killing repetitions =nd de~d-
ening det~il. 4nd it wos ninly = netter of rete. Workshop
nethods or lzboratory expcricnces were unknown. The teacher
of the textboock gnve the pupil the worded asterial which he
committed to memory ~nd tried not to forget until the exsms,

BE wﬂs glvcn very little opportunity to fimd out the *how® or
hy® or Mwhat will heppen if I-do this or don't do thot?"®
technxques.

Memorizing, or rate, ol-yed such ~ big role in thc school
day of thc second cnd third generntions bock. All of you who
fought your w~y through the *McGuffey Readers¥ know very well
whet 1 ﬁeon. It wos iundeed = plensure for me to sse one of
these McGuffey 5th Roaders whlle writing this history. The con-
tent of these " Eclectlc Series® is no less thrn zstonishing.
To find Shakespecre's Sbylock or the Pound of Flesh® included
in £ifth grede reanders wos o little surprising, to say the least.
Perheps ho more surprising though thon soic of the melodramn
stories it contzined. Hordly o lesson fniled to have soze por-
tion or the whole thing in its entirety narked for memor1z1ng.
I'n sure thot one of the wein differences noted in-today's teach-
ing is the lock of nssigned memory work. Good? or Bad? Almost
without hesitency I would s~y your answer would "date® you. (Unless
of course, your ideaa ere extremely reactionary or revolutionary.)

‘We simply can’t skip over the 3 R's. How aony times do we
hear Méhen I went to school we lezrned the 33's ! with the
follew~up of course, th-t "Too much foolishness is t-ught now-
adoys®, Well, I am not roznv to dwell on the m;szntcrpreted
"foollahncss”. Rerding, 'Riting, ~nd 'Rithmetic is 1y topic
now and thereby hongs a tole ! The reeding, 2nd 'riting I won't
chzllenge, but the 'rithmetic I con't help but saile =bout.

I wish I could tell you how mnny people uentioned these 3 R's
in ny interviews z2nd I -2lw-ys crossed them up sooner or 1l-ter.
Alnost everyone of them reminded me of Shakespezre when he s-id,
“What's in 2 neae? A rosc, by ony other nanme would smell as




