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P-.l"t 12 -- ..eokdc..yReligious Educe..tion
1~s. M,rion Patty

Th5 ~~ee~cde..y Religious Educ(ltion ch.sses e..?6 held for the
purpose of helping boys Qnd gir19 to become increasingly a-
ware. of God through the underst~nding of the experiences of
Ee..rlyBible Heroes; to acquaint pupils with the knowledge of
our Bible 8..ndshow theB how it C8..nhelp in ~eeiing the practi-
c~l situations and problens of life; to help them become
aware th~t persons livin6 in accord with the teachin~ of Jesus
can give spiritue..linfluence to their environ38nt.

These cl~sses are held in connection with the public
school progrr?1:J..Theyp~re non-denominational and reach !:1:'1.ny
unchurched~s well as churched children.

These classes were s~arted in 1944 by the Associ~ted
Churches of Fort Wayne. This is a group of ,8 Protest~nt
churches \'Ihofelt the need of reguhr Bible instru.ctionfor
public school pupils. All pupils are required, to have written
pcr~ission froB their p~rents,or guardian before being dis-
~issed fro~ the public school classes for the Bible instruction.

The three :;:tobilecls.ssroons 2.reused when Co church is not
ne~r the school. This yesr we ~re using six church centers.
~est Oreighton Avenue Christian Church is housing the tliner
School c1~sses, in order to release the ~obile classrooQs for

.r schoels ".:'~re churches c..Z'e not adj~cent.

Ourenroll::!ent has incres.sed steadily:. This ~T6('!.r (}v.er
,,800 pupils art enrolled. It requires 145 classes per week
and th€e~nploYQ€;nt of seven r-3gub..rand one: substitute
t(~.chcr to c~.rry on this work. About 25% of our pupils are
fron unchurched fe"lilies. The Oouncil of Church WO:!len visited
these h036s to interest the~ in a church hOQe.

~!O city wide projects were cc..rriedon by the Weck1ay De-
part':1ent_this yeor. A Thanksgiving HO::!le R::dio ~~orship Service
was presented by our cb,sses and a bef;'.utifuldrc.Dr.'.\v~.s given
on Good Friday by 400 boys and girls in our classes.

We feel if 6p.ch child ret"ins f:_ SQa.l1 portion of what is
taught for his future living the progr~B is a success.

Part 1) -- The Miner School Library
1ks. Clare Hess,Libr~rian

The Urb[cn School Depr-.rt'-lGntof the Fort \io"_ynePU.blic
Libray I1:cS placed:: deposit of 2,100 books in the l-Ufler SchC>Ql
Libr~ry. This b~s been done here ~s in other schoele of the
city QS ~ service to children ~nd te~chers.


