
i".

,.,.

The first of these object~ st~ted,is, of course, the
:t1jor !)urpose of the orz~.niz;,.tion: To secure the cooPGr,'"'tion
of p~rcnts, tG~chGrs, ~nd other ~dult citizens in ~li th~t
concerns the educ~tion~nd welf~re of childrcD ~nd youth.
Since the ~dninistr~tion'of the school is rGco~nized ~s the
~J.1i:t:tion of school p.utbori tic s, the n:"..tional b:-l~i¥s provide
th~t Congress p~rGnt-t~acher ~ssoci~tions nsh~ll not seek to
direct the ~d2inistr tive ~ctivitics of the schools or to con-
trol their policies"*.

TIle P. T.A. is ro. n011-co:J.nercir'.1group They do not en-
dorse cO~:1::1crcial enterprises of r'.dv;;;rtise thew C.t their
tlcctin:s. Gifts involvinG cODclcrci2.l oblig:·,tions ".re not
::>.ccGptedby tbe ~,ssociation or its of:'icers or C11~iro.en.
l.Iists of :'..ssoci::".tions, officers or '-:!.c::1bcrs:'.:-0 not :.J['~de -
av~ilQble in Qny foro. to cOl~crci~l int~rests. The r.~ue of
the c.ssoci'.'tion of tho i.12.'"lCS of cfficGrs in their offici::.l
c2.pr.city c0.m1ot be used in connection 'l-d tb c. cOi'1!:xrcio.l
e'nterprise or ?ublicc.tion.*

The group ~ai~t~ins Q nonscctQriQn policy thereby
gu~r~nt02ing' ~ rc~ognition of ttc rights of every ind~vidual
to hie ovm religious b.:;lia: s. Tbc 2.ssocip.tion doc s not pro-
nate thG interests of !'.ny single rclizio"..-lS dcno·:10ne..tione..nd
care is tc~~en to respect every kind of rcli:ion in the COD-
TIunity. Any dcvotionQl exercises prGGcntcd in the Dcetings
are thorou[h1y nonscctQriQn.*

The :'.ssociction, its officers rmd :·lc'J.bcrs in p~,ront-
tCQchcr rcl~tionshi9s ~~st abst~in fro2 PQrtis~n activities
~nd discussions includin~ the cndorsin~ df c~ndi~~tcs for ~ub--. ' .
lie of'.'icG. The n?DC of the Group, its officers or ;J,eD.bcrs
D1..lstnot be 1.J.sedin conncctionirli t;1 r\TIYp~rtiG['.n issue or
for ~ny p~rtis~n cQndid~tc. HowevG~ this non?~rtisQn policy
docs not iD r'.ny WY.y "'.ffect t:'..uthorizcd Congress 2.ctivi t6 s in
tbc field of IG~islQtion. (The LcgislQtion Co:~ittec is a -
bonc. fide CO':1T1ittceof tbG associ8.tion IIconcerncd \'.ith thG
ft.ct. findL1':, study, dissc~::.inp.tion of infori12:.tio·{J:,nd direct
action desi,oned to secure 2.dequ?.te l;:.\~·s £'or the c.:-ycr:.nd pro-
tection of ;hildrcn :::.ndyouth, to pronote ,:).conti:1Uou8 e.nd
close ob6erv~tion of existin: l~ws to ensure tho pro?cr ~dDin-
istr?tion "-nd cnforce:.!cnt of t~lC::.l, ':'.ndto detGrnine the 1163d
for ch<:.n.Ics11.)*

The fifth ~uidin~ orinciryle of tbe P.T.A. is tr.~~ of co-
o?ero:tion ,lith ~o~·.1'·1Unity or c~ordin:'_tin= councils. The <.550-

ci~tion coopcr:tes l;ith other or:~niz~tions but does not join
theo.. They coopGr~.t0 \-iitb other groups lito develo] coor1inr.-
tad ")ro~rf'.':15 b::.sGdon such cOU'J.oninto r'3 stG r.s pro"loting
whol~so~e influGTIccs for children ~nd youth; cnforcins 12.wS
th::-t !:",ffect child \·::::.lf~re; hO:".lth c..ndsci'Gty; ch'r:::'.ct:r-build-
ing orc.niz8.tions; t:10 e'·l:!;JloY:lcntof ;Tcllth; Qdec:.l~.tc recre:?tion-

*:xccr~Jts t':'.ken £'ro:'l th6 P::.rent T:.~_cher :jI':'.nu~.l 1950-53.H:-.nd-
book of N'ltione..l Conzress of Pco.nmts ::".nd '!'er-chcrs.


