
 

GENEALOGY ESSENTIALS 
 
Our Free Educational Programs are presented at 7:00 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each month September through May. To expand 
our audience and bring the amazing resources of the Society to a wider audience, our 2022-2023 season of programs will be hybrid 
programs, both in person in the Discovery Center Room at The Allen County Public Library and live streamed on the Zoom platform for 
those who cannot attend in person. Registration for the virtual programs will be on the ACGSI website. For more information and current 
program offerings, please see www.acgsi.org, our blog at acgsi.wordpress.com, or visit us on Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest or Twitter. 
ACGSI members will be emailed an invitation to each Free Educational Program. Membership in the Society is open to all. Any changes 
to the meeting platform will be announced on our social media sites. All times listed below are Eastern Time. Programs are recorded and 
placed on our website under the “members only” tab. 
 
“A Genealogist’s Holiday: The 1950 Census” 

Wednesday, September 14, 2022, 7:00-8:30 pm ET 
“Census Release Day” is an informal but long-anticipated holiday for genealogist as we get to dive into a treasure trove of data. The 
Census was released on April 1st of this year, and it has been indexed. What are we missing? How can we find more about our ancestors? 
What is the best way to navigate the information? This presentation will answer these questions and more.  

Allison DePrey Singleton, MA, MLS, is a senior librarian in the Allen County Public Library Genealogy Center in Fort Wayne, Indiana. In that 
capacity she provides research consultations, serves on the Center’s programming team, and leads its family history webinars and educational 
initiatives. Allison presented at the 2020 RootsTech Conference, the 2018 Indiana Genealogical Society Conference, and was slated to speak at the 
2020 National Genealogical Society’s Librarians’ Day. As a part of her position at The Genealogy Center, Allison was a Co-Chair of the 2018 
Federation of Genealogical Societies Conference. She is also a NE Regional Co-Coordinator for the National History Day in Indiana. In addition to 
her employment activities, Allison is also on the board of the Indiana Genealogical Society and Indiana German Heritage Society. 
 

“Endangered Ephemera:  Rescuing Evidence of Our Endeavors” 
Wednesday, October 12, 2022, 7:00-8:30 pm ET 

Learn to identify and preserve often overlooked and discarded bits of local history which capture evidence of people in the midst of 
activities which shed light on their associates, civic engagement, education, employment, faith, personal interests, and upbringing. 

Adam Barrone is PERSI/Research Center Supervisor for the ACPL Genealogy Center and is webmaster for the Allen County Genealogical 
Society. In his role as webmaster, he searches out and digitizes materials of interest to families of Allen County people. To build on our impressive 
online digital archive, he needs your help to be the eyes and ears of the Society to seek out gems in personal collections, local offices, antique 
stores, auctions, used bookstores, and garage sales. 

 
“The Family History Story Map – Plotting an Ancestors Story”    

Wednesday, November 9, 2022, 7:00-8:30 pm ET 
This presentation provides you with the tools and knowledge to plan your first family history story. Learn how to outline a story using our 
Family History Story Map. With this map in hand, combined with a couple of new tools we’ve developed for the family history writer, 
you’ll be armed to create story after story. This presentation takes all the guessing out of what comes next in your story; there is no more 
writer’s block when you enlist our story map and plot your ancestor’s story. 

Lynn Palermo is a family historian with a love for the written word. She is the writing and accountability coach at the Family History Writing 
Studio. She spends most of her days helping her students enrolled in her flagship writing course, The Masterclass. As a freelance writer and 
research coach, she has written for Internet Genealogy, Discovering Family History, and Family Chronicles magazines. Named one of the Top 40 
Genealogy Blogs by Family Tree Magazine, her posts have also been featured on The National Genealogical Society website. Lynn’s passion lies 
in teaching others how to write their family history stories. She guides family historians through writing their family history stories using a variety 
of mediums, including online courses, webinars, workshops, eBooks, and one-on-one conversations. Lynn holds a certificate in creative writing 
from the University of Toronto. 

 
“How to Organize All of this Genealogy Stuff!” 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022, 7:00-8:30 pm ET 
Save yourself future frustration and disappointment by putting a solid genealogy organizational plan in place for all the types of items that 
will be coming your way. I personally use the systems that I am sharing with you, and they have proven to be reliable and efficient. We 
will cover systems for 4 types of stuff: 

1. Organizing All This Paper! The Physical Items Organization System 
2. Organizing All That Genealogical Data! The Family Tree Data Organization System 
3. Organizing All These Digital Files! The Digital Organization System 
4. Organizing All that Web Information! The Online Notetaking System 

Lisa Louise Cooke is the author of several books including The Genealogist's Google Toolbox, 3rd edition. She produces and hosts the 
popular Genealogy Gems Podcast (founded in 2007) and publishes weekly videos at the Genealogy Gems YouTube channel. She offers a Premium 
Membership service at her website at https://lisalouisecooke.com featuring exclusive on-demand genealogy education. And she writes a regular 
column for Family Tree Magazine and produces the Family Tree Magazine Podcast.  

 
 



 
“Families Lost and Found – Tracing My Viennese Roots after the Holocaust” 

Wednesday, January 11, 2023, 7:00-8:30 pm ET 
A serendipitous meeting on May 18, 2014 at the Stone of Remembrance dedication for his grandmother led Irv Adler to find the last 
member of his family who had lived through the Holocaust, his Israeli cousin, Shaul Spielmann. In this presentation, Irv Adler will share 
an intriguing story about tracing his Viennese roots while searching for information about his family. The discovery of letters written by 
Irv’s grandmother from 1938 to 1941 identified unknown relatives and eventually led Irv to chronicle his family’s Holocaust story. Irv’s 
cousin, Shaul, was unaware that any member of his Viennese family was still alive. 

Irv Adler, a retired executive with 42 years of technical and business experience in the commercial arena, was born in New York City and grew up 
in Manhattan and in Queens. Irv received a bachelor’s degree from New York University in 1965. He moved to Ann Arbor, Michigan, where, in 
1970, he earned a PhD in Chemistry from the University of Michigan and has lived in the Midwest ever since. Irv is a founding member and 
current past president of the Northeast Indiana Jewish Genealogy Society, located in Fort Wayne, Indiana. He has been doing research on his 
Viennese family and the Holocaust in Vienna since 2010, culminating in the October 2021 publication of his book, Then and Now: Discovering my 
Viennese Family.  

 
“Pedigree Triangulation: A Key Methodology for Genetic Genealogy” 

Wednesday, February 8, 2023, 7:00-8:30 pm ET 
Learn the power of pedigree triangulation in analyzing DNA matches and building your genetic family tree. Discover how to use 
company tools such as Ancestry’s Thrulines and MyHeritage’s Theory of Family Relativity to boost your efficiency and accelerate your 
discovery of common ancestors. We’ll discuss the basic steps of analyzing the amount of shared DNA, then building incomplete trees, 
and comparing surnames and locations. 

Diana Elder AGⓇ is a professional genealogist accredited in the Gulf South region of the United States. Diana authored Research Like a Pro: A 
Genealogist’s Guide and co-authored the companion volume, Research Like a Pro with DNA: A Genealogist’s Guide to Finding and Confirming 
Ancestors with DNA Evidence. Diana and her daughter, Nicole Dyer, are the hosts of the Research Like a Pro Genealogy Podcast and share 
research tips on their website, FamilyLocket.com. 

 
“African-American Genealogical Research” 

Wednesday, March 8, 2023, 7:00-8:30 pm ET 
Researching African American Slave records is vital to reconnecting families today for stronger and more focused households. Roberta 
Ridley will be sharing why researching is relevant to all researchers who wish to learn the many varied resources available. 

Roberta Ridley is a fourth generation Allen County resident, retired from the Allen County Public Library and does independent research. She is 
chairperson of the African American Genealogical Society of Fort Wayne and a faculty member of the Midwest African American Genealogy 
Institute. 

 
“Forget Me Not – Remembering our Grandmother’s Stories” 

Wednesday, April 12, 2023, 7:00-8:30 pm ET 
Women’s stories are often overshadowed by male-oriented records. Learn where to find and how to tell our women folk’s stories with the 
sources and everyday objects at hand. A new richness to family history can be had when we bring to life the stories of our grandmothers. 

Jane Wilcox serves on the NY State Archives Advisory Committee and the NY Genealogical & Biographical Society’s NY Family History 
Advisory Committee. She authored the book New York State Archives Collections: A Guide for Family Historians and Other Researchers, 
published by the NYG&B. A former NYG&B Record editorial board member, Jane speaks at genealogy conferences and institutes. With her 
company, Forget-Me-Not Ancestry, in Albany, NY, Jane specializes in pre-Civil War NY research. She hosted The Forget-Me-Not Hour podcast, 
with archives at www.BlogTalkRadio.com/JaneEWilcox. She has a master’s degree in journalism, a bachelor’s degree in history and English 
literature, as well as elementary school teacher’s certification. 

 
“She Came From Nowhere: A Case Study Approach to Finding Hidden Female Ancestors” 

Wednesday, May 10, 2023, 7:00-8:30 pm ET 
Through two case studies of early to mid-nineteenth century Hoosier women, explore different solutions to the difficult genealogical 
problem of finding information on a female ancestor who seemingly came from nowhere, and learn about resources that you can use. 

Katharine Korte Andrew, MLIS, is a graphic designer, author, fourth generation genealogist, and small business owner with a love for all things 
history. She is the head researcher and owner of KKA Genealogy LLC and editor of the ACGSI quarterly journal LINES. Katharine specializes in 
German-speaking, Midwestern United States, Immigration and Naturalization, Quaker, and female genealogy research. Her writing has appeared in 
numerous genealogy journals, and she has published two books. She recently spoke at the 2022 Midwestern Roots conference. 
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