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Part I --Building (Structure} Facts

Let me remind the readers of this history , thet Miner School
os served the community for six and one-helf decades --— 66
years. Of course therc have beea many structural chaenges at
various intervals during thet time. However, it is interesting
o to note that the original four roocms are still in use. These
: ars thé four rooams off the lergs center :all now occupied by
the clesses of Miss Moore, Miss Correll, Miss Myers and the
combined Foley Library and kitchen.

The countrazct for the construction of the originel building
- wos awarded to Fred Kraft in Junc 1886. *The cost for the

' ‘Miner School counstruction wos not separsted in the records from
that of the Nebrasks ond Holton Avenus Schools, but research
provided us with the totzl sum for =11 three schools which was
fifteen thousend, eight hundred and ninety-scven dollars and
forty-onc cents. ($15,897.41). Fred Kroft was the contractor
for 211 three of them.* ' ;

The Miner building was 2 red brick, single story csteb-

lishment divided into four rooms. School board members

reclized thzt the steady growth of +the city might soon roguire
a building of larger proportions to mect the nc.ds of the come
munity. Gonsuquently they agrzed to o type of building thet
coculd ce=sily hove 2 sccond story cdded without ths destruction
of ths rcom and, then too, at a comparatively small cost. This
proved to be very good foresight, for it was less than eight
years later thot the district populotion had increasssd in such
proportions that = larger school was most necessary.

In 1893 o sccond story consisting of four ro-ms wes added.
The contract was awcrded to Henry B. Walda for 45,498.00.%
The writer hcos been somewhat amused at the stories zbout this
addition to the originel structure. hose remcimbering tell it
as being such a simples operation that the writer pictures it
as being done in Walt Disney fashion ie., such os you see in
comedy films —- with grezt specd, no difficulties or shortages
to endure, no inconsistenciss of anykind ~- cverything comes
cut just rizbt. You know whot I mezn I'm sure; Herecs the
building. It veeds to be bigzer. OFff comece the roof (in ome
piece) and it is set eside. A floor is malled to the ceilings
of the present rooms; thce ontside walls are build up; an in-
side hellway is mede; stairs, right inside the Devald entrance,
arg set up to the second floor; = ﬂt”“ partition is set up
to divide ths space on cach sgide of thc hall; four doorways

*#Facts and figures teken frou Journal-Gazette Sunday October
23,1921 "History of Ft. Wayne Schools-100 ysars" by E. Cook



