only 2 lay person - a2 parent - concermned with the schcole Heseouse

our children are in school nouw. My views, in o comparative sort

of wny, nre apt to be & little bingsed in the eycs of my rerders.
o

Therefore I wont to quote this =men who certsinly was "in the mow

4 good schocl ie socicty's oblizntion te children fer they
arz the reeson schools exist. It must preprre thean for cdult-
hood. Whntever ths nesds prencratory to me hen zood citi-
zens should be xmet by the school. Thlu re 3431? chonring world

certainly comnlicstcs the needs of sny nnd ~11 children

Grz-t chonres hnve itzizen vloce 1n educetticunnl procedures

in ths l-ost 100 ve»rs. Kotion2lly speaking, mo onc hod to go
to school onc bundred yemrs cgo, wheress, todry schocling is
compulsory. Ths changing scone betwecn thess yeors is grest.
Bemsicrlly th ¢n be sssn guite visibly within our own

< = i
schoel froa ou z st:nd of diner., I =2 not, plcrse under-
strnd, out to t-ke sides and zive the »ro.snd con on which is

best -— the old or new. I'11 l:zrve thet to eoch resder to debate
zs he sces Tit according to the gonsrntion to which he belozngs.
However, it is intéresstiagz tc nole thrt this scaoe question has
been o blight td® our educctionzl pcrogrem for meny long yesrs.
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People criticizs the new, do wishful thianki<z for the old
and netu~lly only tend to cowpvsv the issuss. We deo it today,
but so did »cople tweonty-five and cven fifty yesrs 2go. The
problems we f2c¢e are no more .complex theun the ones greast-grond-

le

father faced; for what is cooouplece to us wes brend new and

rother frizhtening to him. For inst-uce, ths cutomobile todoy

is considered’ by the mnjority as cssentizl. To grert-grondfathe
thing to complic-te living.
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it was somsthins to feor —— gons
Redio ond oirplone travel cmused greondfother(or fether) moments

-+

of speculetion ~nd snxiety wondering whai good could come from
them. whot hepoened? He feced o more complic:sted life bacouse
of thea, 2nd so he hed to be educ~ted %o live in that age of com-
plexities. where wos he to le~rn o live in sccord=nce with all
the now lunovations? ihy in ths school, of coursc, And now

what locms nheod? Television, jet propelled ploneg ﬂnu atomic
energy ~pa:or to complicoie the erey living of the "good old days®
of r&dlo, cte. 8o whaot now? Thers is only onc answer. The
childrcn will have toleern of thesc things and how their lives
will be affected by them. Where will they lsorn of these thingd?
‘Aznin the rnower ie ia the schools. Thot thers will h=vs to be
chagges wnde in the curricule is inevitsble. We st keep pace
with the chraging world., To tz-ch the s oe things in the some

wey ~s we did yssteryser would be foolh~rdy. Bven to tsech child-

o

ten to live %od~y f£»1lls short of the =ctu=1 nezds of children
They muct be touzht to live tomorrow. This is ths challenge of

st be
the te=ching profession.

But since this is 2 history lot us lock briefly =t socxze of

the chenzes thet hove becun azde in the vesrs post. To begin with,
zed much. Back iu

the schocl yzar of the school doy hagnlt che
1900 there were 187 cctucl echool deys in the year. The presevt



