i
i
|
1
i

school yenr consists of 187} school drys. The saze complaints
2réc  henrd now =s wzs heerd then —- school sterts too errly in
the f211 ~nd 1lnsts too late in thc spring. Howcver, the child

is in school approxiantcly onc holf of the totsl number of deys
in the yeer. Burecly this is not too much of = burden considering
the preperztion that necds to be ande for 2dulthood. The length
of the school day has changed but very little too. Most of those
intervicwed gave the time of the school day as from 83130 to 3120
with 2n hour a2nd a half at noon. This may hove veoricd 2 bit dur-
ing the 66 years of existence 2t Miner, but for the most part -
it remaimed within the 2poroximntc limits. Onc men I reaember
euphaticrlly recrlled thet school strrted 2t 9300 o'clock but I
found no onc elsc who re iembered likewise.

The greding systcn has undergone many chrnges =nd with the
newer trends in educstion it is the writcr's opinion that another
chenge is in the offing -~ say in the next five or ten yeors.
Late in the 19th century ~nd cerly in the 20th century greding
systons were numerical., Grades of 90%, 75%, 80%, 100% eotc.
were given twice 2 scuester. Just when the tern was divided
into B and A semesters {for examplc —— 2B —- 2A, 3B—— 34 etc.)

I na not surc ~lthough believe it must hrve been before 1900,
Many of those to whom I tnlked chout this history =ttended Miner
during the first or second dcesdes of the century and they 2s-
sured me thot they hnd B and i senesters then.

During the third decede when I ~itcnded Hiner -nd for soume
yesrs provious, lctter gr-des wnsre given insternd of percentages.
I remember thcir well —— A- ndnir-ble, 2~ czesllent, VG- vory good
G - good, F- frir, P~ poor, ~nd IP - not prssing. Souetize later
this grading system gnve wny to ~ siapler letter groding which
8till is in use todery. . A - excellent, B - good, ¢ - feir, D -
poor, sud F - failurs,to aeet miniwa requirenents of zrade.
However on these cords ~re various stotcacnts of fact regarding
habits and ~ttitudes =~nd citizcunship thrt cen be checked by the
te~cher =t each grading period snd tells nt o glonce whet the
child necds help with or is doing sntisfoctorily with., The let-
ters S and U are sometiies used 2s grades for physic~l educntion,
masic, bond, =rt, etec. ond designrtes cither satisfrctory or un-
satisfretory work. Wsunlly though one of the other gredes (4,

B, G, D, , ) is given for the esmester grode.

"De ortuent" gredes sre gleefully tolked rbout by people
who went to school esrly in the 1900's ~nd previously to thot.
This term “inelly gave way to "conduct” srrdes and now the grade
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cards have mno specisl listing for this. Houwcver, oony teachers
will writc in = sejerrtc %citizenship" zrodc. Grzdes for "ef-
fort® hove been eliminnted nlso 2s = seper~tc listing ~lthough
tho modern tcacher gives due consider~tion to this with the other

grndes.,

“And now just a2 word cbout why I think gr-de ¢ords arc due
for snother chonge. Present d-y tcoching acthods enonesize the
development of individunl porsonality nand nbility. The persomel
growth of cnch child through cprreciation, recog~ition, achiev-
wents, understanding nnd coprbilities is considered according



