gweet !" Arithmetic by zny other neme is still arithmetic —-
! even when it is c=lled ciphering. 4And that is whot I wsen. The
i 3 R's almost 2lways turned out to be rending 'riting and cipher~
ing, '

The processes of tesching (and subsequently learning)
spelling, reading, srithmetic and writing have 211 undergone
extensive chmugzes ~nd full chopiers could be written on cech
one. Soue of thess chonges will be mcntioned later by the sup-
ervisors in their contributions to this history. 1 nsked then
Yo write of their specisl deportamental work ond whenesver it was
pcasible they explained soae of thesc chrnzes.

The extr~ curriculsr nctivities offered in the schools
‘_ todey 2re often eriticized by those of the older schools. Agsin,
i they feel they =re unnecessary becruse they did uvot have them
L when they went te school. Vhen they were in school the free or
leisure time of =z child was cert=inly not the problem that it
is today. OChores consumed mch of the child's time when he was
not in school. Tedry, modern convenisuces freces the child from
mch home duty. I do not mern to nssert thot the child of to-
d=y has no responsibilities ot home. Every ehild does {or
should have) cert~in tasks to be responsible for in keeping the
& home, However, there is still much time left in which he has
o choices to meke in "whot to do®. Therc should be the realization
; and understrnding thot the directed play or supervised sctivity
b of the extrs curriculor progrom nt school is developing interesis
ond abilities or troleunts in such o woy =s to round out the per-
sonnlity of the individunl. Here ognin the nmoderm theory of
scheoling is c~rried out -- desizned to devclop individuslity
ek rather thon produce conformity to 2 conventional pratiern.
L The child is given the opportunity *to chocse activities to his
f ~ liking ond interests 2nd much is done to sncour-ge trzining in
g the field of his choice. Onc of the outst-nding excaoples of this
is the instrumentcl music progronm offered in the schools todzy.
Not every child is reguired to porticipnte but thosc who nre in-
terested are given every sdvant-ge —- cven to the rentzl privil-
ege of the instrument in which he is interested.

I think it would be well for =ll of us to kiep rn open~
mind rel-tive to educationnl tremnds 2nd the best woy to do this
is to keep informed. Roon visitrtion is iuvited and sven urged
I of pareunts whese children ore in school now. But thet doscs not
I nezn th-t the doors of the school ore ciosed to those of you who
f dc not hove children in school. If vou zare Intsrested -~ you ore
‘ welcome § Thet is the policy of Hiner School nnd accounts, I
think, for the friendliness that perwates the sorminidy of patrons.

I can hardly go on to the next chopter dnless we extend
to vou, nnd wyou, and you and expecially YOU an invitction to
visit the school. If you went there two, tca, sighteen, thirty
four or fifty ye-rs ago — it =orkes no differcn:e -- you are
i still end 2lw-ys will be welcoue to return =2nd keep informed
oy of whet your school is doing.



