the Illinois Centrsl Railroszd =t the tize of his de~th. Much of
the lorge estzte left by Miss Foley was inherited from him.-

And you must belicve me when I s2y she wos grectly concerncd a-
bout doing something th~t would "live on® and include him ond
his concerted efforts. After much deliberstion, she collaborated
with Merle Abbett, Superintendent of thc Fort ucyne Schools,snd
whonr she held in highest regrrd, rnd so erme zbout the Foley
Scholarship Trust. -

In her Lest Will cnd Test-ient she specified that 2n $800.0C
annucl scholarship fund be instituted for ~ Qollege or University
gducstion for a child of =z Pemnsylvanin Rrilrosd employee residing
in Fort W~yne.** (Mcy I coll your ~ttention to the two-fold pur-
pose of thist (1} being restricted to children of Penusylvanis
Railro=d exployeed it obviously limited the field of applicents
end nerrowed the honor of thc chosen ome to scueone connected
with the company with which her brother hed been affilicted,there-
by honoring the memory of Tom Foley; (2) showing her grezt love
for children end being =ble to do sowmething for them, through
the mediun of th~t which me-nt so much to her — = good education--
she paid tribute to her own lifc's work.’

After = fow suzll persecnsl bequests, she begquesthed the
rest of her property in trust to the Peoples Trust end Seovings
Compony which wes also nrued os exscutor. It is alleged thet
she left over £85,000 in personsl proverty ofter paymont of =11
indebtedness, cost of sdministr-tion, =2nd specific bequests. In
2ddition she left real estotc valued -t $10,000. ’

The teras of the will specified th~t only ome person was
to receive incoae from the trust =t ony one tize. The shelar-
shins wcre to be zw-rded by HMerle J. Abbett of the Fort linyne
Public Schools; Donnslly P. McDon~1d of the Peoples Trust and
Savings and George Leonsrd, Judge of the Probate Court.

A series of court bottles ensued. Sever:l nicces znd
nephows ond growd n1ieces ond grond-nephews sousypt o contest the
will. The loe~l court's decision which w-s in Miss Foley's
fovor wrs nppenled to the Stete Suprene Court. This high court
also refused to sustin the contentions of the nieces and the
nevhews thet they should shars in the sst-te. They -lso further
cloined thnt the trust would ~ccumul-te in perpetuity =nd they
sought to sh-rc in the residue, The case would hove had to be

rken to the U.S. Suprene Court if the contenders sought to ap-
perl the ecse further. This w=s not done.¥**

¥*Focots concerning the Foley Scholorshicv Trust (except ~mounts
wer: given in on intervisw with Merle Abbett.

**x Focts cbout the contesting of the will, cmounts of money
invelved, =nd results uvere token from the clippings on "Celia
Foley® in the libr-ry of the Nows Sentinel.

*



