The overall poal is to tezch pupils on understanding
of numbcrs that will function in grerydey affsirs. It is
our nppe to teach more ond wmore children how to use mothemat—
ical ideas casily and netur~1ly to solve real inschool =nd
out-of-school problems. We further htpe to help more children
to develop skills and mowledge thot will be pormenent.

Part 11 —- Hondwriting
Olive Werr -- Supervicor of Penmrnship

Mr. 0. L. Rogers, the first penmanship supcrvisor, be-
gon his work in the Fort Weyne Public School in 1909, In
the £211 of 1926 HMiss Id= Kooms succseded him. Olive G. We=o
becane her successor in the fall of 1945.

Both Mr. Rogers ~ud Mise Koons held to high stendzrds and
consequcutly our schools hove long been proud of thz accom-
plishments in thismethod of cxprossions :

Durins the post docade the elenont 21y schools have been
concerned with = reformulztion of curriculum objectives and
prectices, The highly foranlized teadhing of handwriting hes
given w~y to n more functionrl cpproach., This i no wey
pininizes the need for food handwriting but directs instrue-
tion to the needs of iud1v1dutls beinz taucht.

In 1941 manuscript writing wes sccepted for the first and
second grmdes. This form of writing is the more natural
medium by which the child can express hximself and s=tisfy his
desire to write. Manuscript writing is easier than cursive
writing for tne young child to learn bscruse ths ltters are
simple =znd ensily formed. The letters are *“111ar to hin
becrusz they resemble the print he sees in books. Thig form
of writing is more suiteble beezuse it produces 2 winimun of
phv510°1 and mentsl stroin and becruse it dces not dewzrand such

a hizh degree of muscular coordination.

T%e trransition from menuscript to cursive beglans in the
lettor helf of the second yser. During the third year the
child letrns to usc the cursive foras in 21l his handwriting
odtivities. The use of nen ~nd ink is introduced 2t the
beginning of the fourth ye=r. Spscizl iunstruction is riven
through the first six grades to elp the child to writc
ereily, lczibly, ni with sufficiznt spsed to suit his purpose
In two of ths junmior hirh scheools the writing ororr-n is con-
tinued throuzh the eiihith rrods,

J

Legible handwriting helps to coavey idess zccurctely. It
improves the eppenrsnce of school papers. It coniributés to
better epclling, composition, ns well 2s to written work in
socinl. studies, .science, 2nd othor srecs of the curriculum.
Therefore our ~crls srec to cwrlien in punils 2 consciousness
of the inportsnce of good writing, to -ssist e2ch pupil in prac-
tice, zud help ezch oupil in judging his own progress continunlly
end in analyzing his deficiencies :
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