
2.1·f2_cilitiCSj study :::od L1provcnont of educr.tioDfll oppor~
tunitics for youn: ?coplc ~nd ~dultsj libr~ry service,
p~rcnt educ~tion; or oth6T ~~ttcrs concerned with the wc1_
·f"'..reof children ~_nd youth for 1,;hich col:.1r:unity sup?or~ is
desired. Such p~rticip~tion is very different fr02 joini~g
othGr or:-:-.nized Gro"lps, in th:.-.t ':;'_ch org:-niz2.ticn rcprcs:ntcd
on the coordin~tin£ COUTIcilrot~ins its own identity ~nd its
O\'lniJro~r."".::l['_ndis bound onl'T by thG cO:Dunit,1' council co::.1-
:"1it:l.~nts tb=-'.t it sDcCific::,.ll:r cnfiorsGs."* "

.• oJ...
The P.T."'•• is org:--.nized for the constructive 'coo "'er~.tion

of ?f'.rctJts r.lld te::'..chers. £.1isun:lcrsk.l1:ling8 p.nd diffcrGnccs
of opinion bGt~ccn ~~rcn~s ~nd tc::'..chors, to~dherls failurc·to
underskn-:l thG bO=G,or ?r'_rentl s' criticisD. of the school r\.nd
it~ fr\.culty e~n 1~r£c1y bo GlilJdn~tcd ihrou:h tho oP90rtunities
offered by thcpr\.rcnt-t:Qchcrs associ~tion.*

, It h~s loncbe:n TGcojnizcd by so,~; r\.lthouGh· the ide~
is not o.s liidespr0:,.d. I'.S 'dO Hould. like for it to be, th!",t for
. the best (':od nost cOC1plctGcduc·~.tion""_l rGsults for c'hildrcn,
thore ;01UStbe r'. l."1Utu'".lspirit of coopcr!:'..tion bet'lCcn tb~8 'haDe
o.nd school. Te~chcrs·hQve discovored they c~n r9r\.ch ~ closer
Und€Tst-:-ndinr; of children 15 :9rcble12s if they h'::,_vethe p~.rcnt I s
coopcr~tion. This ::.l~o ;;or~{s in r~verse. Pr.rents ~:-c :'..ble
to brine; ~b91..1t /?,. closer rel~,tio·.:s'1i!J bot'iJcen the child e.nd
the te~·.chor· if they e.rc interested in school procee'd·in::s •.

I believe it is not just h2.p~)(m~chr..ncG th"..t our ·P.T.A.•
pro-:r·"'.c:1.~t ~\1incr he.s been so pro [;r.;:ssive .".nd successful. ~ie
ho.ve hr>.d excellent le'dors::!i~ b;T people of the very hifhest
c~libe~ ri~ht fro~ the beginnin~.~ ~ ~ ~

l~1rs. Hugo Sehr.ofer ~'Jho he.d just o.oved into our district·~,·
G~,rly ih 1924 hr>.djust !1clped to, or:;:'l1ize o.nd let st:-.rtcd on
the ro,:'.d to suc-cess ~_ P.T.A. c_t ~i::-.sbington School. Feclin[
th~.t she could not ::-.8S1..1'.1::: the full responsibility for the
pro~'lotion of such 2. grou? rot Miner she recOl'1lJ.cndedf·lrs. ~".J. • .T.
Hoclwtt c.s possessin[ excell(mt lec.dership and or:;:".nize.tiona.l
~bi1ity. Sr.:·~.t \'1[,.S through t.hc efforts of the so two civic.
ninded people ~nd others intcrcst3d in the pro~otion of such
a group th".t Miner beb~.n 2. vGry--interGstin:: r.md coopGr~,ting
p~.rGnt-tG"'.cher rel...,tionship progrr'_Ll. Urs. Hockett s~rvGd Cos
our first President ~nJ lirs. Seb~cfer served ~s her VicG-
FrGsidont. Followin~ th~t,t~s. Schaefer beC~DG President, and
I-ir. H"'.rry B~.c,ls, our present l-!--·.Jor, served ~.s bGr VicG-Presi-
dent •

1~s. Hockutt deserves ~ Grc~t de~l of bonor for the ~re~t
nane she i::lc.dGfor herself :C.na the school through the work of
the P.T.A. progran. She, herself would h~ve been th0 last
person to feel she deserved Qny s?Gci~l recognition. She did

*Excerpts t"".kcn fro.:.'. tho P~.rel1t-TG~ cher U':'..nual1950-1953. Hc.nd-
book of Nr\.tion~l Congress of Pe.r3nts ~n1 Te~chers.
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