CHAPTER X
Pert 1- A Surprise Package!

Eerly in the history I mentioned that later I would
quote 2 man who had some well chosen words that said what I
felt needed to be scid and in 2 much better manner than I
could ever say it. W hy do I call it = "Surprise Package™
After you read the message first then I shell tell you, I
think you might be just 2 little surprised too. I was —-
very mich so. To tell you now who the men is that I am
quoting would betray my secret so =11 due acknowledgement
to him will heve to come l=ter zlso. Here is his messagze, or
rather -- messages, for there were two and written I believe
about five years epert. And I guotes '

) "™uch is said in criticism of the school thet is
absolutely unjust. That the schools are faor from ideal no
one sizilled in educetional =ff=irs will deny. That they are
doing better work than ths schocls of yzzrs 2370 is neverthe-.
less true, in spite-of eriticism to the contrary. The
child of 12 or 14 years of zge is contrasted unfavorsbly zs
to his acquirements with the man or wowman of mature years,
If the boy connot 2dd a column of figures as readily or as
accurately as the bookkeeper of meiure age and long exper- .
ience sozething is held to be wrong with the schools. If he
misspells a word, the golden days are referred to when spell-
ing was made 2 chief part of the work of thc schools.
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“The fzct is that children of the present do more and
better work than children of fifty yeers cgo. They urite
better, they spell better, they 2re better in arithmetic and
incomparably better in use of the English langucge. The
proper coaparison is the child of the present with the child

of 25 or 50 or wmore yscrs ago {rether than with nethods etc) ™,

"The mission of the public school is to fit the youth of
our land for life snd good citizenship. The complexities of
modern life require a different troining from that required
a2 half czniury =zgo or even a guerter century ago. Business
life, social 1ife, civic 1life 21l denand wore —- much nors -
than in the past and the schools must meet these increasing
demands. These must be wet also without sacrificing what
were essentials in ths p2st znd still are essentizls. To
meet the increcsed demmnds of wodern life without leosing what
is good in former yecrs is the grest problem thot educators
have to solve.

"The schools are everywhere just now in e process of
ad justaent to chenged conditiouns, and until the adjustaent
is m=de there will be =nd wust be unrest. It is impossible
to get the schools back %o the old measgre curriculum of 50
eers zgo and, if it were possible, it would be inadvisable.
Complaints are made from time to time of an overcrouded
curriculum, but when those who unite in mekinz the complaints
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